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Introduction

In recent years®n increasing number of international
studentgome to study in the U.S. They contribute to the
American economy and to cresiural conversations and
friendships. Yet, little research exists on whether the
forei gn background of 't he
c a p i10ttha ¢veryday, informal learning and social
competencies (Bourdieu 198equired of students to do
onal studentso e
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particular, how they negotiate its academic and social

environment.

well in an American university context. My study explores
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At UNH, there
are
approximately
924 International
students. My
research focuses
on twoof the
largestgroups:
those from China
and Brazil.
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Study Question:
Do international students have the
cultural capital to do well at UNH?
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AEx. 1: o0l have no idea how [this] university wc

. : : : before | left China.
1'Themajonty()fmterweweesqldnOtkn 2: ol do not think | am the person to make
much about UNH before coming here. study board program that Brazilian gover nment
2 . Amer il can profes S: OUNH has better eguioment. Aird everything I

: - TS PR : t he same. 0
ORI R R L A« 4. 61 think the teaching is kind of the same.

n | due to the
than the education system.

ma | say that | like U.S¢C
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* Ex 5: “Being a very intense class, it is a good thing. Sometimes, we need to be pushed, | think the homework, assignments are good,
and they really made me study.”

3. Grading system Is different; in the U.<
there are too many assignments, quizze
exams, or group projects. Students also f
they are required to learn by themselves

* Ex. 6: “There is no homework in Brazilian College. We only have mid-term and final exams.”
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AEx 7: olt is kind of hard to make friends from cl as
| have a chemical engineering class, | supposed to bring some paper ahead for this class, however, | forget, and |
asked the guy who sit next to me to borrow, like share. However, that guy showed that he did not want to help. So, |
talked to the professagventuallg 0

AEx 8: o0l think
tal k. 0

Conclusion:

4. 7 of 30 interviewee® 3 Brazilians, 4
Chines® indicated that they have close

American friends: for others, the interacti

with Americans Is confined to school wo

t he most challenging factor 1 s | angu

Interview Guiding Question Sample:

o Qualitativeresearch design

0 Personalsemi structured interviews (with epeded
guestions); all interviews were recorded, and subseque
coded for recurring themes

o0 Twocomparison groups: 15 Brazilians + 15 Chinese =
Interviewees

0 Thepersonal interviewyave me flexibility to discover
l nternati onal 0
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ntly more often than Brazilian/Chinese professors, but there are n

ANhat made you decide to come to UNH?

ACan you tell me a bit about your experiences here?

ANhat are some of the biggest differences between UNH @nc
college back in China/Brazil?

Alsthere anything about the style of teaching and learning

oat UNH that you like? What are these things?

many differences between them. AWhat are some of the things you do not like to find difficu

x International students have a hard time figuring out ways to | | @Pout the style of learning and teaching at UNH? Classro
become friends with American students and to blend into the local Presentations? Assignments?

community; they do not know what sorts of {tid¢ldurces might ADoyou interact much with any of your professors? In clas
" Sehdlpful in tsXdy®d. | ences and t o pr ob &utside of the classroom/office hours, etc.?

CxtIriteYn@tidnals students who has a close relationship with an | |AD0 you interact much with U.S. students? When? Wherep A

American student are also more likely to interact with their you friendly with any American students?
professors and do well in class. ADoyou feel a sense of belonging here at UNH? Why/why

not~?
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X Prior to arriving in the U.S., international students usually knaw
very little about the university; many experience personal, social
and academic challenges especially during the first few months.
x American professors tend to link the class content with daily life
to
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