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Is the sky falling?
What is happening to OAPs across the country?”

Table 3
K EY F I N D I N Gs Enrollment Trends of Outdoor Academic Programs in U.S. Higher Education
. Eancilellrllzlent Increasing Maintaining Decreasing
1. Changing number of OAPs
e« The number of OAPs identified in 2021 was 33% greater than in 2016. 2017 2023 2017 2023 2017 2023
. Roug.hly.half is attributed to new programs and half to operationalization of census. || A1 oAPs 429/, 4%, 299/, 40% 299, 36%
e Our findings suggest a decrease of 14% between 2021 and 2023.
I Institutional Type
2 Enrollment in OAPS Private 32% 21% 21% 43% 42% 36%
o For all institutional types and sizes, enrollments are more likely to maintain or Public 45% 26% 30% 39% 20% 35%
decrease 2023 compared to 2016. . .
, , . Institutional Size
e Very small and large HEIs are most likely maintaining (50% each) and small and
medium HEIs are most likely decreasing (53% and 43%, respectively). Very Small 30% 25% 40% 50% 30% 25%
- Small 31% 18% 15% 29% 54% 53%
3. |m_|°|lcatl.°n$ | Medium 61% 27% 22% 30% 11% 43%
e Given the increase in OAPs between 2016-2021, the decrease between 2021-2023 O O O O O O
may be more directly attributed to COVID and less to broader economics of the Large 3370 2770 3370 207 2270 2370
outdoor industry and higher education. Note: Missing survey data from 2023 was imputed from IPEDS with Increasing Enrollment
« Changes in the number of OAPs may be hiding even greater "volatility." represented by a 20%+ increase in enrollment over the previous five years and Decreasing
Enrollment represented by a 20%+ decrease.
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