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Introduction:

Since the creation of our nation, immigrants
have been perceived to increase the country's
crime rate. Within the last few Presidential
election cycles, this perception has
persisted. Republicans have called for stricter
Immigration laws and Democrats have
spearheaded the movement for more American
sanctuary cities.

Negative perceptions of immigrants and
crime can lead to severe division In a
soclety. This increasing tension led me to
conduct a study to discover what variables
have the largest impact on political attitudes
toward whether immigration status impacts
crime rates.

Hypothesis:

In @ comparison of individuals, persons

who identify as [g&atleli(e=linare more likely to
believe that immigrants raise crime rates

compared to those who identify as IS S e

Literature Review:

In his journal The Dynamics of Immigration
Opinion in the United States, Christopher Muste
conducted a study asking individuals in the years 1996

s 08I they think Immigrants increase crime rates.

The results were intriguing, with == T
respondents declaring that they disagreed with the
However, Rl e e i) conducted by
the PEW Research Center
MAccordlng to the research center,
AT EWEERtheir belief that |

In his 2009 research, Justin Berg concluded that
multiple factors influence someone’s opinion on this
i g ERhypothesized that key variables such as

education level and political attitudes have a large
THeEE T These studies raise questions about drawing
comparisons, and what variables truly do have the
strongest correlation with opinions.

'Crime Rate' (the opinions of
whether immigration impacts crime rate) was
the dependent variable studied. The

Independent variable in the research was Party

ID (Democrat or Republican). The multiple
control variables consisted of Level of
Education and Gender.
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Democrats: 31.8% believe immigrants raise crime rates
Republicans: 83.9% believe immigrants raise crime rates
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Sources & Methods:

The data utilized In this study was collected from

the 2020 ANES dataset, and It was Interpreted using
RStudio statistical software. RStudio iIs a tool used to run
R, a programming language useful for data analysis,
computing statistics, and generating graphics. The
methods used for analyzing data consisted of both 2 and
3-way cross-tabulations. Bar charts were computed to
visualize the data.

Conclusion:

The findings of this study offer strong correlations
between the different variables, which can be interpreted
In different ways. For instance, both Gender and Level of
Education directly impact an individual's social
environment. How individuals socialize is how they form
their opinions and identities. In turn, both characteristics
can play a huge role in shaping people's perceptions of
complex Issues.

Because public opinion does tend to shift with the
different Presidential cycles, it will be interesting to delve
more Iinto whether these variables remain the most
Impactful in future research.
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