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INTRODUCTION RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

Sex and gender, though often used interchangeably, refer to two difterent concepts, the

accurate specification of which 1s very important in the forensic sciences. “Sex” refers to EXAMPLES OF INCORRECT TERMINOLOGY USE IN AAFS PROCEEDINGS ABSTRACTS

the biological characteristics of an individual (1.e., genitalia, chromosomes) while @STRACT: S miramalemren] mrenseens o \ -~ ™ ( ABSTRACT Forensic microbiome.is 2 discipline that utilizes this O
“gender” refers to the social, cultural, and personal aspects that define how a person gave an evaluation of fetus biological age and PATHOLOGY/ mucroblome from a forensic standpomt, applying it (o determine the
ender’ (20292) ‘ suspect’s gender..." (2024)
1dentfies in life (1.e., woman, nonbinary, two-spirit). PROBLEM: Fetuses do not have a gender. L ) PROBLEM: Microbiome cannot be used to determine a suspect’s gender
: . : Do : RA as this 1s defined by societal and not biological factors.
Those whose 1dentities fall outside of the norm are vicimized at higher rates (Human [ GENERAL h P | » & i 2 /
. . ABSTRACT: "Variations in biometrical qualities can be /ABSTRACT:' od i Jer determinati ; N
Rights Campaign, 2024). related to factors such as height, weight, gender, heredity, - e SHCWIICLHOA M St GCCIIITation vsiile
»” -~ N odontometrical techniques... indicative of sexual dimorphism
: : C : and others” (2024)
It 1s crucial that those who work within forensics use these words and related terms PROBIEM: B; - » (2007)
: Biometrical qualities can be related to sex ODONTOLOGY PROBLEM: Odont il method -
: : : . : : : ‘ : Odontometrical methods can estimate
correctly for proper identilication, clarity in research, and to avoid perpetuating harmtul but not the societal construct of gender. . S S
sex due to sexual dimorphism. 'Gender' and 'sex
1deas or stereotypes. For example, a misuse or misunderstanding of these terms can lead - / \_are used interchangeably. -
to a lack of identification of an individual whose sex may not match their gender. p . ABSTRACT: " Model caleulations of alcohol concentration g N /ABSTRACT; A new STR multiplex kit fiom Applied | I
may have differing applicability to subjects within a BIOSYS[C‘H?S...COHZZZ{HS reagents nece’ssaly.[() élI??p]lIﬁf 1o [eﬂanucleqtzde short
TOXICOLOGY ‘ demographic group involving gender, age, weight, height, CRIMINALISTICS ‘ tez'ndem repeat ]O'CI and the gender identification locus Amelogenin n a
RESEARCH QUESTIONS and Doy mass index BV (2010 sine PCR reaction” (2002) -
\_ . PROBLEM: Alcohol affects sexes, not genders. \_ J PROBLEM: STR kits determine sex, not gender, using differences between
/ \ X and Y chromosomes. -
1) How has the use of gendered language 1n the Proceedings abstracts changed over 22
years (2002-2024)?
Anthropology Criminalistics General
O S S S S  Anthropology, followed by Psychiatry & Behavioral Sciences, utilize gende
2) Are researchers across the forensic sub-fields using gendered s = - most appropriately.
termunology differently? e * 'Gender was the most utilized keyword and most frequently misused term (¢
= interchangeably with, or 1 place of, 'sex’). Three abstracts reference nonhu
3) Are there sub-fields who are using termimology more = = animals or plants.
accurately? = we || s * Many abstracts recorded gender as a variable, but not enough information we
Correct Term Usage * Variable Collected, Meaning Unclear ® Misuse of Term Correct Term Usage  Variable Collected, Meaning Unclear ® Misuse of Term Correct Term Usage  Variable Collected, Meaning Unclear 8 Misuse of Term tO lIlfGI' 1f ltS usage was Correct.
M ATERI AL S & METH OD S Odontology Pathology/Biology Psychiatry & Behavioral Science ' ' . . .
e | 2 1  The term 'transsexual’ was misused 1n all but two 1mnstances.
0 * T'erms such as homosexual, 'LGBTQ,' 'queer, 'sexuality, 'transgender, and 'g¢
DATASET: American Academy of Forensic Sciences Conference ) 17 " 1dentity’ were largely used correctly.
Proceedings (2002-2024) S —
KEYWORDS: Gender, Transgender, Transgendered, Gender Queer, Non-Binary, i CONCLUSIONS
Cisgender, Transsexual/Transsexualism, Sexuality, Queer, Transvestite/ Transvestic, p— pf— i
Trans, Gender Identity Disorder, Gender Identity, Gender Dysphoria, Gender Variant i —— i : : -
’ ty ’ . , L ’ ’ o T o Outdated and maccurate language 1n case reports and research may be reproduced 1
Gender Non-Contormity/Non-Contorming, LGBT, LGBTQ, Bisexual, Intersex, » : :
_ Toxicology Jurisprudence Questioned Documents covernment systems (e.g., NamUSs) where accurate reports are critical for making miss
Homosexual/Homosexuality 0 1 2 L 1 : 1 , . L . .
B — S - s a persons matches and achieving positive 1dentification.
2002 lgender, homosexual 19 éi;éié 3881) g%gfig
8
0 T il ot o Language 1n forensic science research and casework should be updated to align with th
o006 e, Bomoscval, ngend 1 DSM-5-TR (2022) when referring to 1dentified and umidentified decedents, so that all
2007 lgender, homosexual 9 é;% i § 581(7, 58{‘7) . . . . . .
2008 lgender, transgender(ed), gender identity, gender identity disorder, ranssexual(ismy), transvestism, sexuality, gender varted”, same sex sexuality * 12 ggég 38}5; é:g i ?; fore nS IC SClence Output IS Standardlzed, 1nC1uSIV6 s and aC Curate.
2009 lgender, homosexual, gay ™, bisexual* 15 2024 ;8312 éfé%
] gender 10 i . , ; : :
201 1 lwender, transgender, transexualism, gender identity, gender identity disorder, sexuality, homosexuality, same sex desires ™ 10 B Misuse of Term ) Correct Term Usage ~ Variable Collected, Meaning Unclear ® Misuse of Term Correct Term Usage © Variable Collected, Meaning Unclear 8 Misuse of Term The C()nﬂatl()n Of the terms “S eX” and “genc‘er” Can le ad tO fewer ldentlﬁc a,tl()ns Of
2012 i:zgz, ;;?;Zf:*der’ gender non-conformung, gender 1dentty, gender identity disorder, gender vaniant, homosexual, homosexuality, intersex(ed)”, gay*, leshian *, bisexual *, 8 Engineering & Applied Sciences () Digital f’\ Multimedia S(‘iﬁll(‘t‘ﬁ 9 Forensic Nursing Science indiVidualS Wh() are disprop Orti()nate ly at riSj{. ForenSiC SCientiStS ShOUld undersmnd t}l e
i S fz s o o2 | 1 | difterences between these words and must do better.
lgender, homosexual, transsexu 2004 2004 2003
2015 lvender, gender identity, ransgender, gender dysphoria, transsexual, sexuality 26 588(; j:i:;(), })881,
2016 lgender, homosexual, transgender, trans, transsexual, sexuality, gender identity, gender non-conformity 32 EEEE% j:;:;; EESEEZ . . . .
o7 e, s, LGB, sender g 7 it it o Practiioners should remove and correct outdated and maccurate terminology out
2018 igender, transgender, transexual, homosexual 26 ;8 }% jxi; ?0 1 5 c c
2019 lvender, gender identity, gender non-conformity, LGBT, LGBTQ, transgender, trans transgender(ed), sexuality, homosexual, homosexality % 38“ ii;i? éggizz r e Sp@Ct for dece dents a_Ild tO en Sur e a greater Cha.nce Of ldentlﬁcatlon a.nd Case Cl (
2020 lgender, transgender, gender identity, gender variant, trans, gender dysphoria, cisgender 24 zgzﬁ igii gggié
2021 lcender, transgender, gender non-conforming, queer, sexuality, non-bmary, trans, gender identity, LGBTQ 24 jﬁ:;i :j:;}i 581?)
2022 lgender, transgender, gender non-conforming, gender variant, gender dysphornia, queer, cisgender, trans, gender idenaty, LGB1TQ 32 %E% 383(; 383?
2023 lgender, transgender, gender identity, gender varant, cisgender 20 ! o o . o ji;j? 383?
2024 gender, gender transition, transgender, trans, sexuality, LGBT* 24 .i;::z[(:eﬁl:“{l o et S Correct Term Usage ™ Variable Collected, Meaning Unclear M Misuse of Term Correct Term Usage  Variable Collected, Meaning Unclear ™ Misuse of Term
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